AUSTRAL Cabinetry & Personnel Doors
PWWOODS Supplementary Guide

Important Notice: Door leaves, drawer fronts, and cabinetry panels are long, unsupported
components that are particularly sensitive to environmental changes. To prevent warping, twisting, or

cupping, these extra handling procedures must be strictly followed in addition to our standard
Plywood Care Guidelines.

1. In-Process Storage & Flatness - Plywood retains a "memory" of how it is rested while raw.
Unfinished components will absorb ambient moisture unevenly if left leaning or unsupported.

o Always Store Flat: Panels must remain flat on level gluts during every stage of production—
including after being cut to size, CNC machined or drilled for hardware.

e Never Lean Cut Doors: Do not lean cut-to-size door blanks vertically against walls or
workbenches between processes (e.g., waiting for edge-banding or finishing).

o Keep Stacked & Weighted: Between machining passes and finishing stages, keep cut
components flat in neat stacks. Placing a flat waste board with weights on top of the stack will
help maintain stability.

2. Environmental Protection During Processing - Raw wood fibres react rapidly to temperature and
humidity swings before a protective finish is applied.

e Avoid Direct Sunlight: Never leave raw or partially processed door panels in direct sunlight or
near open factory roller doors. Radiant heat dries out the exposed face while the underside
remains cool, causing immediate cupping.

e Moisture Protection: Keep panels well away from damp concrete floors, overhead air
conditioning drips, or outdoor loading bays.

3. Essential Sealing Requirements (Balanced Coating) - To maintain long-term stability and prevent
moisture ingress, all cabinetry and personnel door panels require complete perimeter sealing.

e Seal All Surfaces Equally: You must apply an identical coating system (same number of coats
and product type) to both the front face, back face, and all edges. Applying a finish to only the
decorative front face will cause the panel to bow toward the unsealed side.

e Mandatory Edge Sealing (Minimum 2 Coats): End grain absorbs moisture up to 20 times faster
than the panel face. All four outer edges—including hinge pockets, handle cutouts, and router
grooves—must receive a minimum of 2 coats of sealer or polyurethane.

o Seallmmediately: Seal panels as soon as practical after final sanding or machining to lock out
ambient atmospheric humidity.

4. Installation

e Acclimatization: Allow sealed doors to sit flat in the installation environment for at least 24
hours prior to final hanging.

e Adequate Support: Ensure personnel and cabinet doors are supported with an adequate

number of hinges appropriate for the panel's height, width, and total weight to prevent sagging
over time.
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